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We turned in our Annual Report to the
Conference last week, and it was a good
one. During a time when many churches
are not able to do so, we paid 100% not
only of our conference apportionments
($38,201) and district apportionments
($8,481), but also 100% of our fair share
goals to help various mission outreaches
in our Annual Conference ($1575). We
spent $2773 on General Advance Specials
which included pastoral missionary sup-
port of Unalaska UMC, $1,290 on Special
Sunday offerings for United Methodist
connectional causes, and $24,222 on local
mission work, which includes things like
sending kids to camp, our support of the
Christian Care Center, local help to
needy people, and many other things. We
are a church that believes in outreach!

I counted 20 outreach projects our church
is involved in locally, including remodel-
ing the bathroom of a needy family, re-
modeling the Gulf Coast Medical Clinic,
the Christian Care Center, two youth
Christmas gifts for the needy projects,
the Hardin County Mediation Center, the
Boy Scouts of America, All Faith Day
School, Girl Scouts, our lighted Christ-
mas parade party that we put on for the
community, the Fall Festival, Vacation
Bible School, Primetimers, hosting
UMARMY, Upwards Soccer start up
team, persons involved in leadership at
Summer Camp and sending a bunch of
kids, WIC, Thanksgiving visitation by our
children, Faith Weaver Friends and the
dinners, the grief support group, and |
probably missed a few you can tell me
about! | estimated how many of our
members are involved in each of these
projects, and | came up with 884 persons!
That is more than the total number of our
members, | know, but many get counted
more than once because they are involved
in a many different outreach projects.

Well, that is enough of my bragging, in
which areas do the report tell us we need
to work? In terms of church size and at-
tendance, the report tells us we are
pretty stagnant. Our average worship
attendance was 154 last year compared to
151 five years ago. Our Sunday School
attendance was 91 compared to 92 the
previous year. So, on what do we need to
work? Basically we need to open the
front door wider and close the back door
more securely. By opening the front door,
| mean to create more awareness of our
church in the community and try to in-
crease the number of visitors to the
church; working harder to get our visitors
into our Sunday School classes and other
groups; and helping to guide them into
church membership. By closing the back
door, | mean to be better shepherds of our
church members and encourage them to
remain involved and active in our church
and the groups of the church. We are
disciples 0 | et 0's be di sci
church attendance and encourage others
to do the same! We have had several
families who have been inactive members
attend worship again recently - be on the
look out for them and invite them to par-
ticipate in your Sunday School Classes
and other groups in the church.

We are a good, loving, caring church that
is involved in ministry in our community
and around the
build up our fellowship that we might be
ever more effective in making disciples of
Jesus Christ.

I 81l see

you Sunday!

Pastor Dan
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Answers to December 20, 2010 Puzzle

Restorative Justice Ministry is topic
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'\é‘ : i (E; Z i i = ? Restorative Justice Ministry and Biblical Peacemaking
LY E[N[EH yvA will be presented at the New Covenant Assembly of God
(é g 3\% ;/T/EA/O% Church located on Hwy 92 North, in Silsbee, on Saturday,
A R\ Feb. 5, from 9 a.m. till 2 p.m.

g ; 5 ? The program will offer testimonials and teaching di-
olli el rected at healing, reconciliation and restoration in a broken
r[8) s|le world.

é(z @(K Most people are not aware of this vast field of what
K X \\ used to be <called ACri minal
(1| called ARestorative Justice
(ﬁ(g presented his cause saying:
| Sl There will be music, soft drinks, coffee and snacks for

all participants. The event is open to anyone interested in
learning more about this wide ministry field to those impacted
Gifts by crime.

Law enforcement and correction professionals, vic-
tims, offenders, exffenders, members of the judiciary and
December 19, 2010 justice system and all their families are invited to learn more

$4.409.00 about this work. The community at large is also invited to at-
tend. There is no charge.

Please contact: John Morrison, executive director of
the Restorative Justice Ministry Family Service Center at 409
-283-2877 if you are interested to learn more about the pro-

(Local Scholarships) gram.

December 24, 2010
$5,189.00

Christmas Eve Communion

$681.00
December 26, 2010

$2,072.70 Covenant Discipleship Group
January 2, 2010

$12,389.00
Special ($10,000)
Prior Year ($232.00)
Human Relations ($34.00)
Haiti ($439.20)
January 9, 2010
$5,373.67
Gulf Coast ($500.00)

January 16, 2010
$6,003.00

We have started a Cove-
nant Discipleship group on
Sunday evenings. We
meet from 5:00 until 6:00

pm, and are changing our
meeting location to Cra-
vens 207. The purpose of
the group is to support one
another in our Christian
walk as we strive to ma-
ture in Christ. We have
written a covenant by
which we will all agree to

discipline ourselves and

hold one another account-
able. For this Sunday,

each participant is asked to
bring personal discipleship

goals to share with the

group. In addition, discus-

sion questions are pre-
sented by Dr. Darby based
on his sermon series on the
Sermon on the Mount.

Newcomers are welcome
to the group.



Youth in Review

From Christmas programs and singing at the Convalescent
Home to community projects, December was a busy month and
flew by. The youth have gone out to the Christian Care Center
to help Martha Flowers organize clothing articles and unload
boxes of groceries.

A District Youth Event was recently held at Lamar Wesley Stu-
dent Center. During this
event, we had lunch and
tgjpar ticipated
Washing Servi

Wednesday evening
UMYF is continuing the

mission to equip stu-
dents to share their
faith. Brady
was oLife is
Bubba Torres talked

week Charlie Harrell wildl preac
ers, o6 followed by a communi on
just four months Il eft in the sc

on holding each other accountable, and we must say, it has
been challenging to many students. We are encouraged to know
that the Lord is raising up some young men and women who
are standing strong in their faith.

Jan Boothman is
al so | eadi
Sunday Sci@
curriculum  of- &
fered on Sunday
evenings. This in -
depth study, cov-
ers different top-

ics that teens can
relate to. The
current study is
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Students: Acolyte training is coming, and we need you! For
more information on any classes being offered, contact the of-
fice.

Out & About: Hot Hearts is this weekend (Friday & Saturday)
and we are really looking forward to this event.
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Marjorie Eldredge
Tom and Beverly Price

David & Dr. Joyce Reed
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Esther Viola Davis

(Mother of
Judy Jackson)

Pat and Lynn Hardy
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12/26 114

1/2 142

1/9 119

1/16 121

Sunday School

12/26 57
1/2 88
1/9 84
1/16 86

We have accumulated quite
a pile of dishes in the Cra-
vens Hall kitchen that are
left over from funeral

meals and covered dish
luncheons. If you have a
dish that was left at the
church, please stop by and
pick it up at your earliest

convenience. Thank you!



Dear Pastor Dan and Church Friends,

On behalf of my grandson, Jacob Cerda,
please accept my deep gratitude for the
prayers that you sent to Heaven for his
life and recovery.

The injuries he suffered from the wreck on
418E on November 27th were lfe
threatening. His surgery on Monday, the
29th, was successful but the hospital dis-
covered he sustained a broken vertebrae in
his lumbar area and at this time we do
not know what will be done regarding this
injury. He is facing a long recovery pe-
riod.

Please continue to pray for Jacob, his
mother, Brandi Keith, twin brother Ro-
man, and for me.

In Christian love for your prayers,

Diane B. Tolmachoff

Marriage Workshop

Does your marriage
need a little boost? A
free marriage and pre

textbook you may do so
at the workshop for $15,
but that is not manda-

marriage workshop will
be held at our church on
Friday evening, January
28, and Saturday, Janu-
ary 29.

Hours are Friday, 6:30
pm until 9:30 pm and
Saturday 9:00 a.m. until
4:00 pm. It will be held

tory.

Jon Watson, pastor of
New Covenant Assem-
bly of God, Daryl Gil-
bert, pastor of Simons
Memorial Church of
God in Christ, and Dan
Darby will be your in-
structors and discussion

in Cravens Hall, Room l|eaders.
200. You may register for
Our curriculum is en- the workshop at

titted, "Saving Your www.servingtexasfamili
Marriage Before It es.orgor by calling the

Starts,” which is obvi- church office.
ously geared towardeywsgmmsr -
those preparing for mar-
riage, but the principles,
taught also apply to
those who are already
married as well. It is a »
video based curriculum ‘“-“
by Drs. Les and Leslie g
Parrott. The workbook
will be provided for you
free of charge. If you
wish to purchase the
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Methodism 101 Class

Methodism 101 will be taught by Dr. Darby during the
Sunday School hour at 10:00 a.m. beginning Februdty 13
He will be assisted by Mr. Mike McMullen. The class is
ideal for anyone exploring or seeking membership in the
church, and any member who wants a refresher course on
the basics. We will cover Methodist beliefs, history, and
church governments, as well as the vision and mission of
our local church. The class will be held in Cravens 207,
and will last for several weeks.


http://www.servingtexasfamilies.org/
http://www.servingtexasfamilies.org/

Choir!

The Chancel Choir needs moreg
voices!  Specifically, we need
more altos, as we are currently
down to one alto voice. If you
> would like to lift your voice to the

Lord in our choir, please see Julig

Al
Owens for more details.

Praise Band!
The Praise Band continues to meet each week on Tues

the praise band, please see Paula Darby for more informati

Methogram ‘ | Grief
: Recover
Deadline y
Group
If you have news or
information to be Pastor Nancy

included in the next
Methogram, please
submit to the church
office no later than
12:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, January 31,
2011.

Ratchford will be leading the Grief

ning this Thursday, January 20,
10 a.m. in Cravens Hall, room 200
Anyone recovering from the loss
of a loved one is invited to attend.

Church Leaders Training

All of the elected officers of the Church are invited to a
training event this Saturday, January 22 from 9:00

a.m. until noon in Cravens Hall, room 200. The pur-
pose of the event will be to orient all church leaders to
the vision and goals of our church, orient leaders to
their responsibilities, and develop a plan for ministry

for the future.

Support Group again this semegdtey.
It meets every other week, bedin}

da
night for band practice. If you are interested in playing wm

" amazing

Faithweaver

Friends Back in
Session!

Faithweaver  Friends
has started back up
again for the Spring
semester. With a
great batch of
wonderful kids,
volunteers,
and terrific food, this
is shaping up to be one
of our best semesters
ever in the program.

We continue to need
your help, however.
We are always in need
of drivers willing to

pick children up from

school and deliver
them to the church.

Also, we need people
who will volunteer to
be on our

Il i st o6,
if a teacher or driver

is out sick and we need
a replacement. If you
have any questions or
for more info, contact

the church office.

0OSsub:
peopl e
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ACOLYTE TRAINING IS COMING!
ACOLYTE TRAINING IS COMING!
ACOLYTE TRAINING IS COMING!

To parents and youth, ages third
through twelfth grades:

Acolyte training begins the week af-
ter Silsbee ISD spring break (March
8 or 10) and will continue for 4 con-

Souper Bowl of Caring

OF CARING

On February 6, Super-
bowl Sunday, the youth
and children of First
United Methodist Sils-
bee will once again be
participating in the Sou-
per Bowl of Caring.
This is a nationwide
mission event. The chil-
dren and youth will be
selling soup and subs,
and donating all pro-

Chri st mas

ceeds to the Christian
Care Center here in
Silsbee. The meals
will be available at
the church after the
11:00 a.m. service on
February 6, and will
be available for take -
out or dine-in. If you
would like to purchase a
meal, orders will be
taken by pre -order only,
so that we can most ac-
curately estimate the
amount of food that
needs to be purchased.
Please contact Joanna
Watters for more infor-
mation or to place an
order.

Car ds

for

If you have been collecting the fronts of Christmas
Cards for Dagma to send to
turned in to the church office no later than January 31.
She is requesting the front of the cards only, and
please make sure that there is no writing on the back
of the picture. Dagma will collect all cards by that
time, and mail them all in together. If you have any
guestions, you can contact Dagma Murphy, or the
church office.

secutive weeks, culminating in Com-
missioning Sunday, which is tenta-
tively scheduled for April 10. Our
class options are Tuesday or Thurs-
day afternoons immediately following
school, specific days and times to be
announced. We need volunteers for
school pick-up, and for snacks. More
important, we need kids! The job of
the acolyte is not hard, but it does re-
quire training and the commitment of
both the acolyte and the parents.
Please contact Paula Darby at 385
2467 with questions, or to volunteer.

Young Adult Bible Study

The Young Adults are ford.
meeting again!  Our
weekly Bible study has

Please come join
us and enjoy food, fel-

ACOLYTE TRAINING IS COMING! lowship, and study. If

ACOLYTE TRAINING IS COMING!
ACOLYTE TRAINING IS COMING!

resumed meeting on
Sunday evenings at
5:00 p.m. We will meet
again this week in the
home of Nancy Ratch-

you have any ques-
tions, you can contact
Nancy Ratchford at
385-5568






