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Independence Day is right around the cor-

ner.  In thinking about that, my mind goes 

to the 1996 science fiction disaster movie, 

Independence Day, in which aliens threat-

en to destroy human society.  In reality, 

however, there are things much more 

threatening going on in our society that 

could destroy us.  I wrote a long list of the 

ills of our society, but I got so depressed I 

had to erase it lest you join me in the pit!  

Without resorting to the list, I would simp-

ly say the greatest threat to our society is 

internal decay as opposed to external inva-

sion whether by aliens or by a foreign na-

tion. 

But do you know what?  I am still proud to 

be an American.  We have many faults and 

failings, but our society is still the greatest 

society in the history of the world.  We 

have freedoms few others have ever en-

joyed.  We fight against the enslavement of 

others.  Women have an honored place in 

our culture.  We are free to voice our opin-

ion, and free to worship as our hearts de-

sire.  Thank God for those Americans who 

have fought to gives us our freedoms and 

for those who have fought to protect them. 

And as far as those internal threats go, letôs 

be about the business of being the Church.  

Letôs witness for Christ, and bring people 

to repentance and new life.  As we do that, 

a lot of what is wrong with our society will 

change, and our country will continue to be 

the best of the best. 

See you in Church on Sunday! 

Pastor Dan 

Danõs Divinities 

Womenõs Bible Study Report 
By Ronda Harkey  

If you have ever been a part of a women's bible study at SUMC, then you already know this:  

what a unique and powerful blessing they are.  Martha and Dana Bradshaw recently hosted the 

Beth Moore Esther study at their lovely home along with Jan Wilson as facilitators.  We stud-

ied this short book in great detail along with Beth Moore's video messages and interesting 

group discussion.  We have some biblical scholars and certainly lovers of Christ in our midst.   

Praises to Him.  It was a time of prayer, bond-

ing and friendship, and comfort to be so gra-

ciously received each week by your church 

family in a home setting.  One cannot describe 

these studies without mention of the divinely 

delicious cakes and goodies prepared by Mrs. 

Martha.  Our husbands and children were sad 

when the 10 week study concluded along with 

the supply of Mrs. Martha's sweet treats she 

faithfully sent to them each week!  God is at 

work at SUMC, and He poured out His grace 

and blessings on the study participants in very 

real and tangible ways.  We look forward to 

seeing you at the next study.  'For who knows 

but that you have come to [this] position for 

such a time as this?'  Esther 4:14b.  Time well 

spent in God's word; prepare to be blessed! 



Summer Camp Report  
We had 27 children and youth and 6 counselors attend summer 

camp June 16-20.  Everyone who went had a great time, and drew 

closer to the Lord.  Amy Hill put together a slide show of pictures 

from camp and showed them in worship services, on June 22.  These 

pictures are also available on our church Facebook page.  The camp 

theme was òWe Believeó, so each of our four age level camps carried 

out that theme in various ways through preaching, crafts, activities, 

and small groups.  

Pastor Dan, who served as a Senior High counselor, reports that the 

many of the Senior High youth shared their personal struggles in 

the small groups and found support and encouragement.  There 

were also a number of special needs campers present, and all the 

youth nurtured and support them, displaying the love of Christ in 

very real ways.  Many made personal commitments to Christ, and a 

number of youth are exploring church ministry careers as a part of Lakeviewõs TAPs project. 

We especially want to thank our counselors who took a week of their summer to minister to the youth.  Each one 

was just fantastic.  We also had a number of persons make special trips to Lakeview to help us with transporta-

tion.  Thank you!  

Vacation Bible School  
Vacation Bible School got off to a roaring start.  As of Tuesday, 39 children were enrolled, and 

almost that many youth and adults were there to help.  There was a lot of excitement in the 

air as the children did crafts, sang, played, and studied together.  A great big thank you to 

VBS coordinator Glenda Delano and the many others who taught and helped in various ways.  

New and Prospective 

Member Class  
A class called Methodism 101 will 

be taught by Pastor Darby on the 

next several Thursdays beginning 

June 28 th , from 4:30 until 6:00 

p.m.  This class is great for new 

and prospective members, for 

youth who may have missed out 

on Confirmation Classes, and our 

church members who would like a 

refresher course.  It will be held in 

Cravens Hall, room 204.  All are 

welcome. 

The White Horse Band will lead our 9:00 a.m. 

Praise Service this Sunday, June 29, in the 

Dauphin Room of McDonough Hall.  Group 

leader Ronnie Yawn says that the group will 

be sharing Jesus Christ through song and 

message.  Their music will be a combination 

of old hymns and contemporary music with a 

country twist that all will enjoy.  A love offer-

ing for the group will be received, along with 

the regular offering for the General Budget of 

the Church. Sunday School will be held at its 

normal time of 10 a.m., and the Traditional Worship Service will be 

at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Dr. Darbyõs sermon for this service 

will be on òSupportive Leadership.ó  He will be taking a look at a 

number of leaders who supported the ministry of Jesus, and enabled 

his ministry.  

ON JULY 6, THE CHURCH WILL HAVE ONE, UNIFIED WOR-

SHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M.   Most Sunday School Classes will 

meet at 11:00 a.m., following the worship service.  The Cornerstone 

class has chosen to meet prior to the worship service at 9:00 a.m.  

On July 6, we will celebrate a patriotic theme for our unified worship 

service.  Dr. Darbyõs message will be òCalled to be a Holy Nation,ó 

based on Deuteronomy 10:12 -22.  The Victery Class and Menõs Class 

will be filling the choir loft.  Other classes will be filling the choir loft 

of the traditional service on subsequent Sundays in July.  

The annual July 4th fire-

works display will be held 

this Saturday, June 

28th at Silsbee High 

School. It will start at 

dark or around 9:00.  
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Worship 
 

06/08                            161 

06/15                            117 

06/22                            151 

 Sunday School 
 

06/08                              67 

06/15                              73 

06/22                            100 

Gifts 
 

06/08                  $4,482.00 

06/15                  $4,064.00 

Gifts and Presence Choir Director  

Our Choir Director, Ms. Betty Shine, has accepted a full time posi-

tion with First UMC, Beaumont, as the founding director for the 

Leland Best Academy of Fine Arts.  This Sunday will be her last 

Sunday with us.  Betty asked us to convey how much she has en-

joyed being with us, and that it breaks her heart to have to leave.  

She says she discovered a church family she will not forget. Our 

time with her has truly been rich, and she will be greatly missed.  

Mr. Bob Herbst, chairperson of the Staff and Parish Relations 

Committee, is assembling a search committee for a new director, 

and candidates are welcome to send their resumes to the church 

office at office@silsbeeumc.com.  The full job description is on our 

website at www.silsbeeumc.com .   

Church Finances  
Our end of the month financial reports for May have been finalized.  Our pro

-rated budget for the first five months is $141,286.65, of which we have 

spent $135,423.30.  Our income for the same period was $135,395.94, leav-

ing us a deficit of $27.36 for January through May.  

Please remember that during the summer months our church expenses con-

tinue.  Please do all you can to continue to faithfully and generously support 

your church!  

The UMARMY ( United Method-

ist Action Reachout Mission for 

Youth) will be in our community 

and residing in McDonough Hall 

from Sunday, July 6 through Sat-

urday, July 12.  About 90 youth 

and adults will be doing work 

and service projects in our area.  

Our church will be feeding them 

their first and last meals here.  

On Sunday evening, we will be 

serving them a hamburger sup-

per.  On Saturday morning, we 

will be serving them a continen-

tal breakfast.  If you would like 

to donate money or food to help 

with either meal, you are encour-

aged to do so!  Contact the church 

office for more information.  

UMARMY News and Information  

A Special Note from Paul Read, Our Local UM Army Liaison  
 

UM ARMY IS COMING!  

On July 6 ð 12, the UM ARMY will rake and hammer and mend and clean 

and sweat their way through our town.  We still need more homes  that 

can provide showers for one or two groups of workers.  Each group con-

sists of 5-6 workers and theyõll need a place to clean up Monday ð Friday 

between 4:00-6:00pm.  

Please contact Paul Read (781 -7687) if youõre willing and available to 

open your home for showers during the week.  It will surely bless you as 

much as it will be a blessing to the workers!  

mailto:office@silsbeeumc.com
http://www.silsbeeumc.com


Larry Williamsõ Art Reception 

Larry Williams will have a one -man art show reception at the Silsbee Ice House Museum July 13, 2014 

from 2:00 pmñ4:00 pm.  He will be displaying 20 of his best oil paintings ranging from his first painting 

to the most current.  His show is titled òFrom the Beginningó. 

Please come and enjoy refreshments and great art.  The museum will show Larryõs art from July 9-26.  

Their  hours of operation are Monday -Friday 10:30 ñ3:00 and Saturday 9:30 ñ2:00. 

EVERYONE IS INVITED!  

Volunteers Needed!  

Our Office Manager, Jennifer Suitt, 

will be out of the office on vacation Ju-

ly 14 -18.  We are seeking volunteers to 

answer the phones between the hours 

of 9:00 am and noon Monday through 

Friday of that week.  If you can help, 

please contact Jennifer at 385 -5568 

and sign up.  Thank you!  

WIC Expanding Services and Hours  

We recently received a visit from the management of the 

WIC office to let us know that they are noticing a trend of 

malnutrition in children in the Golden Triangle area.  To 

combat this growing trend, they are extending their office 

hours throughout the summer, as well as expanding their 

nutritional programming for pregnant women, new moth-

ers, infants, and children less than 5 years of age.  The 

new hours will be posted on the church bulletin board in 

the hallway outside the church office.  


