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On July 20th, 

we will be 

welcoming 

into our 

church family 

James and 

Sarah Borello.  

James will be 

our new youth 

director, and 

both James 

and Sarah will 

be joining our 

church that day.  Thanks to second mile giving 

on the part of some of our church member fami-

lies, James will be working for us in a full time 

position. 

James has been the Director of Missions and 

Special Programs at Memorial Drive UMC in 

Houston.  He organized and ran all their special 

events for Childrenôs Ministries, worked with 

area churches to host programs for children with 

special needs, and organized and participated in 

monthly mission days with families.  

Prior to that, he was Assistant Facilities Manag-

er for Memorial Drive UMC for three and a half 

years.  In that capacity he set up for events, 

meetings, and programs; maintained grounds of 

the church facility; and did minor electrical, 

plumbing, and building construction projects. 

Donna Reed, the Director of Childrenôs Minis-

tries at Memorial Drive UMC writes, 

It is my pleasure to write a letter of 

reference for James Borello.  James has 

served on our childrenôs ministries 

staff with great enthusiasm and creativ-

ity.  While some questioned my deci-

sion to move someone from our facili-

ties staff to a program staff position, I 

could see a genuine heart in James for 

being in ministry with children and 

youth.  We all soon found out that ñMr. 

James,ò as all the kids call him, is 

much loved from our youngest pre-

schoolers all the way up through our 

high school students.  Rarely do we 

walk through the hallways of our 

church without at least one child shout-

ing out to get Mr. Jamesôs attention! 

James also has a heart for missions.  

Under his guidance, our church has 

become very active in a community 

effort to fill hungry childrenôs back-

packs with food each Friday.  That 

effort has now grown from 50 back-

packs every Friday to well over 150 at 

two different schools!  He has been an 

important part of the leadership of that 

team.  This summer he will be taking a 

group of fourth, fifth and sixth graders 

to Louisiana for a week-long mission 

trip to the Sager Brown UMCOR De-

pot. 

I have always been very impressed 

with Jamesôs creativity.  He has on 

many occasions wowed me with crea-

tions and ideas much bigger and/or 

better than my own.  Iôve learned to 

trust him and often follow his lead. 

Were it not for his desire to be closer to 

family, my wish would be for James to 

stay here in Houston and work with our 

church.  I do, however, think that being 

in charge of his own program will give 

him a chance to flourish in new ways.  

I think he will bring to your church the 

best of his large church experience 

combined with his growing up in a 

much smaller church. 

You will be able to meet James and Sarah at 

either of the worship services on July 20, plus 

we will have a reception for them the following 

Sunday, July 27, 6:00 p.m. at the home of Ryan 

and Harkey, 1130 Gentry Drive.  It will be an 

Ice Cream Social, and everyone is invited.  

James is a little bitty tiny guy, only a few inches 

taller than I am.  I told him it would be nice to 

have someone on staff that I can look up to! 

See you Sunday, 

Pastor Dan 

Danõs Divinities 



Our Chancel Choir has July off, so differ-

ent Sunday School classes are filling the 

choir loft for us in the second service.  

Last Sunday the Victery and Menõs Clas-

ses set the standard for us.  The Young 

Adult and Cornerstone classes with their 

families will be in the loft this Sunday, 

July 13.  Our Unity and youth classes are 

scheduled for July 20.  July 27 th  is open, 

and anyone who wants to can sit in the 

choir loft, especially those who have not 

done so previously in July.  None of the classes are singing special 

music; all are encouraging congregational singing with their pres-

ence and voice. 

Dr. Darby will be preaching for three weeks on Romans 8, one of 

the most inspirational chapters of the Bible.  July 13 will feature 

Romans 8:1-11, òWalk According to the Spirit.ó  Romans 8:12-25, 

òWe Are Joint Heirs with Christó will be on July 20.   The final 

sermon in the series will be July 27, Romans 8:26 -39 ð òWe are 

More Than Conquerors in Christ.ó 

United Methodist Action Reachout 

Mission for Youth (UMARMY), is 

112 persons strong this week on 

our campus.  The kids come from 

Klien UMC, First UMC Nacogdo-

ches, and First UMC Marshall.  

Their leaders come from these 

churches and Atascocita UMC.   

They are building wheel chair 

ramps, painting houses, shoveling 

gravel in preparation for our new playground, and doing 

many other tasks for our church and our community.   Four-

teen families in our church have been providing showers in 

their homes for the work teams.  Our youth group families 

fed them supper Sunday evening, and the Unity Class and 

the Young Adult classes will give them a send -off breakfast 

Saturday morning.  Paul Read has been our local church 

UMARMY coordinator.  Thank you, Paul.  Thank you, eve-

ryone who has been providing food and showers.  Thank you 

UMARMY!  
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Worship 
 

06/29                            191 

07/06                            102 

 Sunday School 
 

06/29                              80 

07/06                              51 

Gifts 
 

06/22                  $5,499.00 

06/29                  $4,496.00 

07/06                  $6,954.00 

Gifts and Presence 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!  
Yes, we ARE wishing you a Merry Christmas in July.  Believe it or not, the Christmas season 

will be upon us before we know it, and some of the events take months of preparation.  Dagma 

Murphy is currently getting ready for the Christmas in the Big Thicket Booth for our church, 

and is asking for your help.  She is requesting donations of items that can be sold in the booth.  

If you have anything that you would like to donate, crafts, Christmas items, etc., please contact 

Dagma Murphy at 385 -3615 or the church office at 385 -5568. 



First United Methodist Church is seeking a person who loves Jesus 

Christ and has musical talent to be the Chancel Choir Director.  This is a 

part time position.  Please see the full job description on our website, 

http://www.silsbeeumc.com/. 

Primetimers will meet 

on Tuesday, July 29th 

at 10:00 am in Cravens 

Hall.  It will be a cov-

ered dish luncheon.  

Everyone is welcome! 

Fill the Choir Loft!  
The Chancel Choir will take the month of July off, and during that time, we would like 

to invite various Sunday School classes to help fill the choir loft!  Please see the 

schedule below to join your class in helping to lead worship!  

July 13 -  Young Adult and Cornerstone classes.  Children may join their parents  

  in the loft!  

July 20 -  Junior High and High School youth classes, along with the Unity class.  

July 27 -  Anyone from any Sunday School class who missed your Sunday, or who 

  wants to sit in the choir loft again.  You have been given a second  

  chance! 

http://www.silsbeeumc.com/
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The White Horse Band  

The White Horse Band led a roomful of worshippers 

in praise on June 29 th .  We had 118 people present, 

and had to move in extra chairs from the Sunday 

School classes.  Band members Tim and Jarrod 

Meehan both gave moving testimonies how this 

church had ministered to them and nurtured them 

in the faith with they were a regular part of the 

FUMC praise band years ago.  For more pictures of 

this event, you can visit our church Facebook page 

at https://www.facebook.com/pages/First -United -

Methodist -Church -Silsbee/129198956658 

Acolytes  
Last month, Mrs. Dagma Murphy trained a new class of 

acolytes.  We now have thirteen acolytes including Eli 

Auer, Emillie Auer, Paula Boothman, Maggie Bradley, 

Olivia Burleson, Payton Burleson, Rebecca Darby, Aid-

en Delano, Ali Hugon, Taylor Martin, Kyler McCarty, 

Madison Richards, and Taylor Wise.  A Commissioning 

Service was held for the acolytes on June 15th.  The aco-

lyte scheduling coordinator is Paula Darby, and Sunday 

morning supervisors are Dagma Murphy, Jan Booth-

man, Glenda Delano, and Jamie Voigtman.   Jamie also 

serves as our worship chairperson, and is in charge of 

our altar and chancel decorations. 


