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There is an air of excitement in our 

church right now.  A good portion of it 

is surrounding their hiring of our new 

youth director, Mr. James Borello.  His 

wife, Sarah, insisted that they join the 

church last Sunday, their first Sunday 

among us.  James said that both he and 

Sarah were impressed with the warmth 

with which they were welcomed Sun-

day, and that even our senior adults 

were really enthusiastic about their 

presence and being a part of your 

church. 

James is already getting a good start in 

getting to know the kids.  He visited 

both the Jr. High and Sr. High Sunday 

School classes Sunday, and handed out 

a questionnaire to the kids.  He did the 

same at UMYF.  It is an effort to get to 

know the kids, and their visions for the 

youth program here. 

A special thanks to Ryan and Ronda 

Harkey for hosting a reception for the 

Borellos this Sunday evening, July 27 at 

6:00 p.m. at their home.  Also, a special 

thanks to our Youth Director Search 

Team who had the faith to keep search-

ing until they found the right person for 

the job! 

I’ll see you Sunday in God’s House! 

Pastor Dan 

Dan’s Divinities 

     Let me start off by saying thank you. 

Thank you for the warm welcome you gave 

to me and Sarah this past Sunday. Thank 

you for letting me become a part of your 

church. I am super excited to be here. I 

have a lot of great ideas to bring to the ta-

ble. These ideas will hopefully help our 

youth to become better disciples of Jesus and to the church. With all these great ideas, 

I will need help. There are some great people already involved in helping with the 

youth.  If you are interested in helping out with the youth group, please stop by my of-

fice or give me a call.   I am in the office between 9:00 am-3:00 pm, Monday-Friday.  

Also, if you know any youth that are not involved, please 

invite them out to the ice cream social this Sunday, the 27th, 

so I can meet them.  

     On August 3 we will have a special meeting to talk 

about our plans and dreams. I would love to have your in-

put before our meeting. If you have any comments or ques-

tions please feel free to drop by the office or give me a call. 

Again, thank you so much for welcoming me to your 

church family. I am so blessed to be here.  

James Borello  



In Worship 

This Sunday, July 27, Dr. Darby will complete his three part 

sermon series on Romans 8.  He will be preaching from Ro-

mans 8:26-39 a sermon entitled “We are More Than Con-

querors in Christ.”  We need volunteers to fill the choir loft! 

On the first Sunday of August (August 30, we will have one 

service at 10 a.m.  Dr. Darby 

will preach on Genesis 32:22-31 

– “Wrestling with God.”  Most 

Sunday School classes will 

meet after the service at 11:00 

a.m.  The Cornerstone Class 

has been meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

On August 10 we will return to 

the normal schedule, and the 

Rev. Nancy Ratchford will be preaching.   

UM Army Report 
We had about 70 Sr. High Youth plus a 

number of supporting college students and 

adults for a total camp population of 110 

persons using our facilities the week of July 

7-11.  The group completed work at 36 sites.  

They build wheelchair ramps, repaired 

steps, did yard work, replaced bathroom 

floors and re-set toilets and sinks, replaced sheetrock, scraped old 

paint and repainted homes and parts of homes (one client wanted 

her house pink!), did pressure washing, replaced broken windows, 

put handrails on a bathtub for safe entrances and exits, cleaned 

gutters, replaced and painted rotten boards, and much more! 

These young people made a positive witness for Christ and his 

compassion in our community.  The church office has sent invita-

tions to church to the clients who were served, so if any of them 

come, show the same love that the UMARMY showed!  Be wel-

coming, open, receptive, prayerful, and encouraging. 

A special thanks to Mr. Paul Read who was our local church coor-

dinator, to those who helped with meals, and to all those who 

opened their homes for late afternoon showers for our workers.  

You are the greatest! 

Gus Dunbar 

Jack and Dolores Nicar 
 

Andy Kilcrease 

Jack and Dolores Nicar 
 

Sally Harris 

Martha Bradshaw 

Dana Bradshaw 

Worship 

07/13                            117 

07/20                            131 

 Sunday School 

07/13                              59 

07/20                              80 

Gifts 

07/13                  $5,696.56 

07/20                  $5,499.00 

Gifts and Presence 

Back by popular Back by popular Back by popular 

demand!  One ser-demand!  One ser-demand!  One ser-

vice on August 3 at vice on August 3 at vice on August 3 at 

10:00 a.m. in the 10:00 a.m. in the 10:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary!!!Sanctuary!!!Sanctuary!!!   

Playground 

A large new structure will be 

placed on our playground the 

week August 11-15.  New bor-

ders encompassing the new 

structure and existing equip-

ment will be erected, along 

with woodchip fill.  Part of the 

current gravel fill will be 

eliminated, and the remain-

der will be left under the 

wood fill for added drainage.    

Thanks to UMARMY, Boy 

Scout Troop 88, and a number 

of individuals for their volun-

teer work on the site.  The 

playground improvements are 

being paid for by All Faiths 

Day School from their special 

fundraising and profits in re-

cent years. 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals Begin Again 

Chancel Choir rehearsals will begin again on Wednesday, 

July 30 at 7:00 pm.  We will be back in the choir loft on Sun-

day, August 3 for the Unified Service at 10:00 am.  Come join 

us! 



First United Methodist 

Church is seeking a person 

who loves Jesus Christ and 

has musical talent to be the 

Chancel Choir Direc-

tor.  This is a part time posi-

tion.  Please see the full job 

description on our website,  

http://www.silsbeeumc.com/ 

Primetimers will meet on Tuesday, July 29th at 10:00 

am in Cravens Hall.  It will be a covered dish luncheon.  

Everyone is welcome! 

Memorial Service  
There will be memorial service for Charlene Cobb on Thursday, July 31 at 6:30 

p.m. in the Sanctuary with a family meal to follow in Craven’s Hall.  Charlene 

was the wife of Bruce Cobb of our congregation.  Dr. Dan Darby and Rev. Nan-

cy Ratchford will lead the service.  Her obituary reads as follows:   

Charlene Hayes Cobb, 57, of Silsbee, died Tuesday, June 17, 2014.  She was 

born on November 4, 1956, in Houston, to Opal Odom Hayes and Charles 

Hayes.  

Survivors include her husband, Bruce W. Cobb, of Vidor; son, Michael Loucks 

and his wife, Natalie, of California; grandchildren, Gabriel Young, Anthony 

Young, and Isabella Loucks; mother, Opal Odom of Lufkin; sisters, Patsy North 

of Corpus Christi; Nelda Walters and her husband, Mike, of Deer Park; Gwen 

Hutton and her husband, Rollin, of Marlin; and Kathy Hilburn and her husband, 

Norman, of Katy; and numerous nieces and nephews.  She is preceded in death 

by her father. 

Her committal was held at Broussard’s Crematorium, Beaumont.   

Faithweaver Friends will be starting again soon!  We plan on having our first Faithweaver 

Friends of the year on Wednesday, September 17.  In preparation for that, Glenda Delano 

is hosting a Faithweaver Friends volunteer meeting on Sunday, August 10 at 3:00 pm in 

Cravens Hall.  If you are interested in being a part of this vital ministry, please come to 

this meeting.  You can also contact Glenda at 409-291-9480 for more information! 

Upcoming Meetings 
Monday, August 11 

4:00 pm AFDS Board 

7:00 pm Trustees 
 

Monday, August 18 

6:00 pm Finance  
 

Thursday, August 21 

6:30 pm Church Council 

(please note this is a 

date and time change 

from previously sched-

uled time) 

http://www.silsbeeumc.com/
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Music Ministry  

Opportunities 
 

Music is very personal to 

each of us.  It touches our 

lives constantly, in countless 

ways.  God loves music! It is 

a vital part of worship, no 

matter what religion it rep-

resents.  Through the music 

program at First UMC, Silsbee, we reach upward to God and out-

ward to others.  Please pray for the music ministries of this 

church, that God will use them to glorify Himself, as well as draw 

this congregation into closer fellowship with Him.  Also, ask Him 

if He is calling you into active service!  What are your musical 

gifts, and how could God use them for good in this Body of Christ?  

There are many opportunities for leadership here, beginning with 

our immediate needs for a chancel choir director and another 

praise band leader.  No, Paula is not quitting, but there is a need 

for leadership in her absence.  Please pray for God’s direction and 

provision in these areas.  Also, prayerfully consider membership 

in the chancel choir.  In chancel choir, we grow in our own faith 

as we learn and share God’s Word through song.  There is no bet-

ter place to begin a musical adventure than joining your church 

choir!  And there is no better time to start than following our re-

freshing July break.  Rehearsals will resume on July 30 at 7:00 in 

the choir room.  “Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise in the 

assembly of the saints!”  Psalm 150: 1    

 

 

 

Pictorial Directory Time! 

We are producing a new pictorial di-

rectory with LifeTouch Directories.  

Each family needs to sign up for a 

time to have your pictures made.  

The dates for the picture taking are 

Thursday through Saturday, August 

28, 29 & 30th.  You may sign up be-

fore and after worship services on 

Sundays on July 27 through August 

24, or in the church office.    Each 

family gets their picture in the direc-

tory, a free 8x10 for having your pic-

ture made, and additional pictures of 

your family will be available for pur-

chase.  The sign-up tables will be in 

the hallway in McDonough Hall and 

in the Narthex of the Sanctuary. 


